
   
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
   

  
  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

    
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
    

  
   

 

Instructions to Surveyors – Intact Stability Introduction 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE GUIDANCE OF SURVEYORS ON 
INTACT STABILITY 
IMO 2008 IS CODE 

& Explanatory Notes 

MSIS43 

Rev 05.23 

Applicable to the following ship types: -
Cargo ships

Cargo ships with timber deck cargoes
Passenger ships
Fishing vessels

Special purpose ships
Offshore supply vessels

MODUs 
Pontoons 

Cargo ships carrying containers on deck 
Container ships 

having length ≥ 24 m 
and 

keels laid on or after 5th December 2008 
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Instructions to Surveyors – Intact Stability Introduction 

AMENDMENTS 

Version 
Number 

Status Change Date Author 
Reviewer 

Content 
Approver 

Next Review 
Date/Expiry 
Date 

Issue 1 
R05.20 

New Document 14/5/2020 Andrew Scott 
Policy Lead, Stability, 
Load line & Tonnage 

Pete 
Rollason 
Ship Safety 
Lead 

14/05/2025 

Issue 2 
R05.23 

Updated 
Document 

06/04/2023 Andrew Scott 
Policy Lead, Stability, 
Load line & Tonnage 

Pete 
Rollason 
Ship Safety 
Lead 

06/04/2028 

Introduction 

INTACT STABILITY 2008 IS CODE 

This publication includes the full text of the IMO 2008 Intact Stability (IS) Code1 which 
entered into force for applicable ships with keels laid on or after December 5, 20082 and 
the associated Explanatory Notes3. 

In Issue 1 the original text of the Code was updated to show various subsequent 
amendments introduced by Resolutions MSC.319(89), MSC.389(95), MSC.413(97) and 
MSC.415(97). Issue 2 now includes amendments introduced by MSC.1/Circ.1537 and the 
corrigenda included in MSC 85/Add.1/Corr.3/Rev.1. These text amendments are 
highlighted, and notes indicate their various dates of entry into force as appropriate. The 
omission of the term (f/B) in the formula for M L in Part B paragraph 2.9.1.2 of Issue 1 has 
now been corrected. 

MCA Guidance Notes or additions/explanations to the original text are shown in blue font 
as appropriate. The main chapter headings are hyper-linked in the contents for ease of 
reference. 

The mandatory regulations in the Introduction and Part A are shown in black Ariel 12 font 
and the recommended provisions in Part B are shown in black Ariel 10 font. The 
Explanatory Notes are shown in red Ariel 10 font after the Code itself. 

Current intact stability related UK SI’s and guidance remain applicable to all vessels 
constructed before 5/12/2008 and any such vessels which undergo major conversion after 
5/12/2008. 

1 See Resolution MSC.267(85), adopted on 4th December 2008. 
2      See MSC.1/Circ.1292 “Early application of the international code on intact stability, 2008” concerning the 
date of entry into force encouraging member states to apply the Code from 5th December 2008.  
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Instructions to Surveyors – Intact Stability Introduction 

See MSC.1/Circ.1281 “Explanatory Notes to the International Code on Intact Stability, 2008. 
Guidance on International Code on Intact Stability 2008 (2008 IS Code) 

Contents 

Preamble 
Introduction 

1 Purpose 
2 Definitions 

Part A - Mandatory criteria 

Chapter 1 - General 
1.1  Application 
1.2  Dynamic stability phenomena in waves 

Chapter 2 - General criteria 
2.1  General 
2.2  Criteria regarding righting lever curve properties 
2.3  Severe wind and rolling criterion (weather criterion) 

Chapter 3 - Special criteria for certain types of ships 
3.1  Passenger ships 
3.2  Oil tankers of 5,000 dwt and above 
3.3  Cargo ships carrying timber deck cargoes 
3.4  Cargo ships carrying grain in bulk 
3.5  High-speed craft 

Part B - Recommendations for certain types 
of ships and additional guidelines 

Chapter 1 - General 
1.1  Purpose 
1.2  Application 

. 
Chapter 2 - Recommended design criteria for ships engaged in certain types of 
operation and certain types of ships 

2.1  Fishing vessels 
2.2  Pontoons 
2.3  Containerships greater than 100 m 
2.4  Offshore supply vessels 
2.5  Special purpose ships 
2.6  Mobile offshore drilling units (MODUs) 
2.7 Ships engaged in anchor handling operations 
2.8 Ships engaged in towing and escort operations 
2.9 Ships engaged in lifting operations 
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Instructions to Surveyors – Intact Stability Contents 

Note: the amendments highlighted are from MSC.415(97) and enter into force 1 January 2020 

Chapter 3 - Guidance in preparing stability information 
3.1  Effect of free surfaces of liquids in tanks 
3.2  Permanent ballast 
3.3  Assessment of compliance with stability criteria 
3.4  Standard conditions of loading to be examined 
3.5  Calculation of stability curves 
3.6  Stability booklet 
3.7  Operational measures for ships carrying timber deck cargoes 
3.8  Operating booklets for certain ships 

Chapter 4 - Stability calculations performed by stability instruments 
4.1  Stability instruments 

Chapter 5 - Operational provisions against capsizing 
5.1  General precautions against capsizing 
5.2  Operational precautions in heavy weather 
5.3 Ship handling in heavy weather 

Chapter 6 - Icing considerations 
6.1  General 
6.2  Cargo ships carrying timber deck cargoes 
6.3  Fishing vessels 
6.4  Offshore supply vessels 24 m to 100 m in length 

Chapter 7 - Considerations for watertight and weathertight integrity 
7.1  Hatchways 
7.2  Machinery space openings 
7.3  Doors 
7.4  Cargo ports and other similar openings 
7.5  Sidescuttles, window scuppers, inlets and discharges 
7.6  Other deck openings 
7.7  Ventilators, air pipes and sounding devices 
7.8  Freeing ports 
7.9  Miscellaneous 

Chapter 8 - Determination of lightship parameters 
8.1  Application 
8.2  Preparations for the inclining test 
8.3  Plans required 
8.4  Test procedure 
8.5 Inclining test for MODUs 
8.6  Stability test for pontoons 
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Instructions to Surveyors – Intact Stability Preamble 

Annex 1 - Detailed guidance for the conduct of an inclining test 

1 Introduction 
2 Preparations for the inclining test 
2.1  Free surface and tankage 
2.2  Mooring arrangements 
2.3  Test weights 
2.4  Pendulums 
2.5  U-tubes 
2.6  Inclinometers 
3 Equipment required 
4 Test procedure 
4.1  Initial walk through and survey 
4.2  Freeboard/draught readings 
4.3  The incline 

Annex 2 - Recommendations for skippers of fishing vessels on ensuring a 
vessel's endurance in conditions of ice formation 

1 Prior to departure 
2 At sea 
3 During ice formation 
4 List of equipment and hand tools 

Annex 3 – Recommended model for graphic or tabular presentation of permissible 
tensions for use in anchor handling operations 
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